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he had any objection. It started into his mind
" What if she means, unless you will marry me ? "
But he checked the thought with, " Miss Sophy
is so sincere ; if she meant to she would say so,"
Alas, she had said so, again and again, but Wesley
had not seen. What could the poor girl do more ?
Desperate to escape Mellichamp, still more
desperate to get away from the Gaustons, she had
to marry somewhere, and she wanted to marry
Wesley. But he had hung off. When he saw her
she once more told him, in answer to his reproach,
that he had not consulted her, that she had only
agreed if he had nothing to object. But Wesley's
desire to save his soul was stronger than his desire
to marry Miss Hopkey : he ignored the offered
opportunity.

Nevertheless when he went home he walked up
and down in agony. He had never felt such pain,
never known such an hour. " To see her no
more ; that thought was as the piercings of a
sword." He was weary of the world, weary of
light. He sought God, but God forsook him.
Then Causton appeared; he did not at all
approve of this match. What exactly had passed
between Sophy and Wesley ? Wesley innocently
told it all. " If you loved her," the astounded
Causton burst out, " how could you possibly be
so overseen as not to press her when she was so
much moved ? " Well, he concluded, Wesley
might make sure that the girl really knew her
own mind. So Wesley went to her again, and